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of Preisingen and Halberstadt0 Gunther of Bainberg,
for his loyal service, it was alleged, to the Empress,
against whom he had been in open rebellion, received
Forcheim, with thirty-six villages and townships, which
Henry III. had alienated from the monastery. Those
who thus obtained the spoils were discontented that
they got no more; those who got nothing were only
more exasperated against those who did, and against
their misjudging patron. The young King could scarcely
forgive the insult of his violent abduction, nor, if he had
any natural affection (a doubtful point), his forcible
separation from his mother. A deep repugnance against
ecclesiastical tyranny may have taken root within his
heart, hostile not only to the ambitious churchmen,
who were encroaching more and more on the Imperial
power, but to the wholesome restraints and holy influ-
ences of religion itself. But he could only hope to pass
from the control of one hateful ecclesiastic to that of
another better able and disposed to win his affections.
Adalbert, Archbishop of Bremen, had every Adalbert or
quality to rule a court, and the councils of a Bremen-
nation such as Germany then was. Of a commanding
person (no one officiated in the Church with so much
dignity and splendour), ready eloquence, great knowledge
of business, he would not condescend to ask, scarcely to
receive favours; while his lavish munificence gathered
round him troops of admiring and ardent partisans. To
these more worldly distinctions he added those peculiar
to his profession, unblemished chastity, saintly piety.
The church of Bremen, which he built, was of the noblest
in Germany, and served with unrivalled magnificence;
and he displayed that haughty humility which, while it
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